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be mentioned in passing, that the lines suggested by Mr, Hume were
more or less adopted by Gokhale nearly three decades later in his
Servants of India Society. The appeal was coupled with a stem warn-
ing of the consequences of a lukewarm patriotism:
If you, the picked men, the most highly educated of the nation,
cannot, scorning personal ease and selfish objects, make a resolute
struggle to secure greater freedom for yourselves and your
country, a more impartial administration, a larger share in the
administration of your own affairs, then we your friends are
wrong and your adversaries right, then are Lord Ripons' noble
aspirations for your good fruitless and visionary, then, at present
at any rate, all hopes of progress are at an end, and India truly
neither lacks nor deserves any better government than she enjoys.
The result of this stirring manifesto was the formation of the
Indian National Union towards the end of 1884, which, in consulta-
tion with the Bombay Presidency Association, the Sarvajanik Sabha
and other political organizations, arranged to hold an All-India Con-
ference in December 1885, for the purpose of deciding upon a plan
of political campaign, and effecting a closer co-operation between
the leaders of thought in various parts of the country. Mr. Hume's
original idea was to discuss social matters only, as he thought that,
otherwise, the recognised public bodies which were doing political
work in various centres would suffer in importance. But this view
had to be abandoned at an early stage. It was hoped that the Con-
ference would form the germ of an Indian Parliament, which,
properly constituted and conducted, would be an effective reply tso
the assertion that India was unfit for any foam of representative
institutions. Previous to this, the three leading Associations of
Calcutta had partly carried out the object in view, and had got to-
gether a number of people from different provinces for exchange of
views, and for settling a common programme of action.
The honour of holding the Conference was accorded to Pooaa,
and the Sarvajanik Sabha undertook to make all the oecessary
arrangements at its own cost, constituting itself for the occasto as a
sort of Reception Committee. The place selected was die palace of